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west coast of Africa, there are certain belts of steady winds, and we might have expected that on the east coast of Africa we should have found the same arrangements. South of the equator the arrangement of the winds is pretty much the same in the Atlantic, Pacific, and Indian Oceans, but in the Indian Ocean, north of the equator, there is a great difference. There, from May to October, the south-east trade crosses the equator, turns round and blows from the south-west. It was this south-west monsoon that took da Gama across the Indian Ocean in less than a month.
When the Portuguese arrived in India they tried to make friends with the natives and to get some cinnamon, cloves, and other.kinds of spices to take back with them to Portugal in order to prove to the king that they really had been to India. Later on there was quarrelling with the natives and da Gama nearly lost his life, but the ships got away safely and steered for the coast of Africa. The south-west monsoon was now against them and it took them three months to reach Africa again.
At last they arrived at the Cape of Good Hope. Once they were round the corner the south-east
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